
NCTE Award for Excellence in Poetry for Children 
 
Charge: To recommend on a regular basis every two years a living American poet to the NCTE Executive Committee 
for the NCTE Award for Excellence in Poetry for Children in recognition of his or her aggregate work; to sustain the 
collection of poetry books of award winners, past and future, in the University of Minnesota, Kerlan Collection; to 
recognize and foster excellence in children's poetry by encouraging its publication; and to explore ways to acquaint 
teachers and children with poetry through such means as publications, programs, and displays. 
 
What major actions or projects have been completed by your group pursuant to your charge since July 1, 2013?  
 
1) The 2015 recipient of the NCTE Award for Excellence in Poetry for Children will be selected in November 2014. 

To prepare for this task, the committee members met at NCTE 2013 and proposed seven possible nominees.  
The committee divided into 3 teams and each team has been researching 2-3 of the nominees considering the 
four criteria for the award:  literary merit (art and craft of aggregate work--as poet or anthologist), poet's or 
anthologist's contributions, evolution of the poet's or anthologist's work, and appeal to children.   

 
2) In order to explore ways to acquaint teachers and children with poetry through such means as publications, 

programs, and displays, the committee annually reviews and selects notable poetry published during the year. 
From March 2013 – October 2013, letters were sent to publishers requesting review copies of poetry books 
published in 2013.  38 books were received.  The committee read all the books and rated them prior to the 
convention.  At the committee meeting at NCTE, the members discussed the ratings and selected finalists for 
the Notable Poetry List.  The committee also decided to have two lists, one devoted to poetry books only and 
one featuring verse novels.  The books selected to the Notable Poetry List were annotated and a brief article 
was published in the April issue of The School Library Journal.  

 
3) The committee submitted a proposal for a presentation for the 2014 NCTE conference in order to spotlight the 

2013 Notable Poetry List. 
 
4) The committee and Joyce Sidman participated in a presentation at the 2013 NCTE conference in order to 

celebrate Sidman as the 2013 recipient of the NCTE Award for Excellence in Poetry for Children. The committee 
chair designed a bookmark to spotlight Sidman and her published poetry. This bookmark was distributed at 
the conference presentation. 

 
5) Previous committee chair, Barbara Ward, published an interview with Joyce Sidman, the 2013 recipient of the 

NCTE Award for Excellence in Poetry for Children in Language Arts. 
 
What projects, initiatives, or studies are “in progress” at this time? 
 
1) The committee has been divided into 3 teams and each team is researching 2-3 of the potential nominees for 

the NCTE Award for Excellence in Poetry for Children considering the four criteria for the award:  literary merit 
(art and craft of aggregate work--as poet or anthologist), poet's or anthologist's contributions, evolution of the 
poet's or anthologist's work, and appeal to children.  Each team will present their findings in writing prior to 
the 2014 NCTE and the committee will meet at the convention to make the final selection.  
 

2) The committee chair is designing a bookmark that features the 2013 Notable Poetry List and this bookmark 
will be disseminated at the 2014 NCTE conference presentation.  

 
3) The committee is currently working on an article featuring suggested verse novels published during 2013 that 

will be featured in the New England Reading Association Journal.  
 

4) From February 2014 to the present, the committee has begun the process of reviewing poetry published 
during 2014 in order to discuss and select the 2014 Notable Poetry List at the 2014 NCTE conference. 
  

 
 
 

http://www.ncte.org/awards/poetry
https://www.lib.umn.edu/clrc


Strategic Governance and Council Initiatives: Over the past few years, NCTE has established the National Center 
for Literacy Education (NCLE) to study the conditions for literacy teaching and learning and to advance 
collaboration and inquiry among educators teaching literacy in all disciplines. The Council has also done extensive 
work on formative assessment and how teacher knowledge is or isn’t being tapped as new standards are being 
implemented. 
 
How do you see the work of your group contributing to or benefiting from these initiatives? 
 
The presentation of the 2013 recipient of the NCTE Award for Excellence in Poetry for Children as well as the 2013 
Notable Poetry List article help to inform NCTE members about outstanding children’s poets and recently 
published poetry. The Notable Poetry Lists and the article which features the Notable Poetry List with annotations 
provide excellent professional development resources for educators to stay abreast of current children’s poetry.  
 
What additional information do you need about these topics or initiatives? 
 
http://www.ncte.org/volunteer/groups/poetrycom 
 
Nancy Hadaway, Chair 
 
 

http://www.literacyinlearningexchange.org/
http://www.literacyinlearningexchange.org/
http://www.ncte.org/volunteer/groups/poetrycom

